A study aiming to explore how patients and dentists make decisions about dental care for people living with dementia at all stages has launched.

The \'Dental Decisions\' study is led by Andrew Geddis-Regan, a National Institute for Health Research (NIHR) Doctoral Research Fellow & Hon. Special Care Dentist, and supervised by a multidisciplinary team, at Newcastle University.

This project, funded by NIHR as a Doctoral Fellowship, aims to work out how the decision-making process could be easier for patients living with dementia, carers and dentists.

The Alzheimer\'s Society Research Network, the North East Dementia Alliance and multiple people living with dementia and their carers have supported the design of the project and helped to determine its main focus and aims. These stakeholders raised concerns about living with pain which may not be identifiable; a paper was co-written with a carer helping to explore the published research about this problem.^[@CR22298]^ Patients also expressed concern about needing complicated treatment when they were too unwell to cope with it or when dental treatment might lead to more harm than benefit.

Dr Geddis-Regan said: \'The first stage of the research will involve observation of dental visits for people living with dementia in a number of community dental services. The study team are also interviewing dentists and patients or carers. The COVID-19 pandemic has meant the observation of visits will occur at a later stage, but the first interviews have begun in May 2020\'.

Dentists can express an interest in taking part in an interview at <https://research.ncl.ac.uk/dentaldecisions/>.

Following this exploratory work, the project is working with the Lab4Living team at Sheffield Hallam University to design a practical solution to improve decision-making and dental care delivery for this patient group. Dentists, patients, carers and other professionals will be involved in this process and are invited to express their interest in contributing on the website.
